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 24th Bird and Nature Festival

In the Bay of Somme
RULES 
AMATEUR FILMMAKERS
Point 1: Place and date of The Festival

The 24th Bird and Nature Festival will be held from April 19th to 27th, 2014 in Abbeville (Bay of Somme) – Picardie – FRANCE. 

Point 2: Theme and contents

The entrants can register their videos in the following categories: bird/wildlife, environment or amateur. Fiction or commercials not allowed.
The rules for both professional and amateur filmmakers competition are available on the Festival’s website: www.festival-oiseau-nature.com 

If a film registered in one of the categories proves to better correspond to another one, the Jury will be allowed to change the registration.

The Festival Committee and Preliminary and Final Jury decisions are final. 
Point 3: Amateur category  

This category is open to wildlife filmmakers who do sound recording, shooting or editing as a hobby and on a non-profit basis.
Point 4: Formats  

The acceptable ones are: 
Admitted for the preselection

( DVD (zone 2 or region-free (zone 0)

For non-French speaking production, the French or English script shall be sent along with the film. If selected, it should have been dubbed or subtitled by the entrant.
Admitted only for the competition

For the competition, the production must be sent on:
( Mini DV SD 16/9

( or  on a digital data videofile. This video file must be submitted on a DVD, Blu-Ray disc or USB memory stick, formats:.mpg 4 or .mov or .avi codec H 264, 1920 X 1080 (full HD) or 1440 X 1080 (HD ready)
With 2 stereo sound tracks.

Point 5: 

Any number of productions may be entered per entrant, but a maximum of two can be selected for nomination per category. The productions shouldn’t date back to before 2012, and of a maximum duration of 13 minutes.
The Festival Committee may choose some unnominated productions to present them out of competition. These films will appear in the catalogue.

The Festival Committee reserves the right to show some unnominated and all nominated productions without payment. The showings are in a local theatre.
Point 6: Entry deadline

The entry form and the preselection copy of the productions must be received by The Festival secretariat before NOVEMBER 4th 2013, complete with a synopsis of the production, a script and any non-French written commentary and supporting still photos of the film content and/or of the actual shooting of the production. The photos will be of at least 300 DPI and sent in a .TIFF format on CD or in a .JPEG format if sent by email to sophie@festival-oiseau-nature.com
For the foreign (non-French speaking) films, we will also need to receive an English and Latin list of the species that appear on the film.

The director of the film that signs or fills in the registration file must be the authorized titulare of all royalties, and gives us permission to show the film and to use text and photos without charge during the Festival.
The director authorized as above also gives us authority to use the film, text and photos for the promotion of the Bird Festival. (3 minutes maximum extract per film). Those trailers may also be used to promote the screenings on the Festival’s website.

Competition copy of the selected films is due to the Festival Office by February, 14th, 2014.
The nominated productions will be kept until shortly after the end of the Festival and then returned by registered mail from JUNE, 9th 2014. 

All DVDs received will be kept as archive.
Point 7: Transportation and insurance

The transportation and insurance costs for the forwarding will be borne by the entrants.

The Festival will pay for the return of your productions and will insure them for the whole period, your door to your door.

In case of damage or loss after the receipt and before return of your production, it will be insured for its print/copy value to a French studio.
Point 8: Deadline and preliminary Jury

Any entry form not properly completed, or not received before the deadline of NOVEMBER, 4th 2013 cannot be accepted.

The preliminary Jury is made up of such professionals as wildlife programme makers, ornithological and other biological scientists, and other appropriate local specialists, chosen by the Festival Committee. The preliminary Jury nominations are final. 

A video copy with technical quality not up to standard may be disqualified.
Point 9: Video Library

A copy of the film(s) shown in competition during the Festival will be kept for the video library.

The records of the Festival may be shown to the school-children and to the public.

A donation may be asked to cover the administrative costs. Itinerant screenings may be held to broaden the Festival’s audience and to enable school-children and inhabitants to have access to this resource.
JURY AND PRIZES

Point 10: Final Jury and prizes

The Festival Committee name the Final Jury. The Jury is made up of persons from such fields as: wildlife film, TV and other programme-making organisations, ornithological and other biological scientists and 2 young people from the Bay of Somme area. 

The Final Jury decisions are final.

The President of the Jury has a casting vote in case of point of contention.
The winning entrants are permitted to mention subsequently in their credits that their production was awarded a prize or other distinction at THE 24th BIRD AND NATURE FESTIVAL IN 2014. 
Point 11: Prizes

The Bird and Nature Festival Film Competition includes 3 categories: bird/wildlife, environment and amateur.

The Final Jury will award 6 prizes totalling €13,500 including the Amateur Prize. The Official Jury will not give more than one money prize to a production. However the Public Prize could be given to any production (amateur or professional) which has already been awarded by the Official Jury.

If two films are equally placed in one of the categories the prize will be divided between the winners.

The prizes will be paid within a maximum period of 8 months by cheque or by bank transfer to the directors.

AMATEUR PRIZE

Award of €2,000  

This prize will be awarded to the best production, by an amateur and of a maximum duration of 13 minutes.
SPECIAL JURY PRIZE

Award of €2,000  

This prize is left to the Jury’s choice. It can be awarded to any production (amateur or professional).
PUBLIC PRIZE

Award of €1,500 

This prize will be awarded to the production which has totalized the more votes from the audience during the competition.
Point 12: Special distinctions

Special distinctions may be awarded by the Final Jury for:

( the best picture 

( the best sound track

( the best editing

( the best technical quality

Further, the Final Jury may decide to give additional special distinctions. A diploma will be given to each entrant who is awarded a special distinction.
Point 13: Invitation

The Festival will offer to each entrant whose production is nominated: 

( 2 nights in a hotel room for two persons,

( 2 first class return train tickets: Paris-Abbeville-Paris, (a refund on this basis may be paid after the Festival)
( a meal with the other nominated entrants,

( if you tell us your arrival time at  the Abbeville railway station we will pick you up. On Saturday 26th, April, we will offer you a tour of the Festival and its area. A hostess will welcome you at the Festival Office and will give you your accreditation and the programme of the Festival as well as other materials. In case of late arrival, these materials will be at your disposal at the Reception desk of your Hotel.
Point 14: Address

BIRD AND NATURE FESTIVAL

20 rue du Chevalier de la Barre - 80142 ABBEVILLE CEDEX - France

(: 00.33.3.22.24.02.02 - ( : 00.33.3.22.25.47.97

( : film@festival-oiseau-nature.com - ( : www.festival-oiseau-nature.com
The present rules are also available on the website.
Point 15: 

The completion and submission of an entry form and a production implies the full acceptance of these rules.

The Festival Committee, in case of necessity, may alter without notice the terms and conditions of these rules.
In case of any dispute concerning the rules only the French language rules will be deemed authentic. The French language rules can be seen at the office of Patrick CARTON, the Festival’s lawyer in Abbeville (Somme).










